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ADVERTIS EM. ; 
HE following Examination was drawn up in 
1 che country, from a caſual peruſal of Mr. 
Harris's Scriptural Reſearches, with a view of put - 
ting them into the hands of any perſon, who might 
be employed in anſwering that very extraordinary 
work. But on coming up to town, and under- 
ſtanding that Mr. Harris's reaſoning had produ- 
ced effects on certain people, who had not ſtudied 
the ſcriptures, or attended to that ſpirit of free 
dom, which runs throughout the Old and New 
Teſtament, and who hitherto had ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be reluctantly dragged along by the pre- 
ſent prevailing enthuſiaſm in favour af freedom, 
but now eagerly ſeized on a pretence for abandon- 
ing the cauſe, it has been judged proper to give 
it at once to the publick, Mr, Harris affects 
to proceed mathematically in the treatment of his 
ſubject, and therefore eſtabliſhes certain data, 1 
had thought it ſufficient to contradict their parti- 
cular application, in my examination of the ſub- 
Jeet ; but others thinking it neceſſary to take 
more direct notice of them, I have ſubjoined the 
following ſhort obſervations. eee 
Dat. 1, 2. „The ſcriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament are of equal authority, and con- 
tain the unerring deciſions of the word of God.” 


A 2 Obſervation, 


2 
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Obſervation, Certainly: but it will not be 
diſputed, that there are many things, not indeed 
deforving the name of deciſions, but that paſs 
without cenſure, and are ſeemingly allowed there, 
which we know to be forbidden to us, and which 
will not apply to the improved ſtate of mankind. 
Laws nfuſt be adapted, not only to the ſtate of 
ſociety, but to the preſent ftate of the improve- 
ment of the human mind, which we know has 
been gradually advancing from the earlieſt ages. 

Dat. 3, 4. It is criminal to refuſe aſſent 
to what the ſcriptures decide to be intrinſically 
| or bad.” | 3 1 
Obſer. Suppoſe this. Yet may we nat inquire 
if a thing or practice be really ſq declared, and 
if it concerns our ſalvation, to form a decided 
opinion on it? Are we not liable to miſtake prac- 
tices, ariſing out of circumſtances connected with, 
the firſt formation of ſociety, and therefore not 
poſitively cenſured, for ſuch deciſions of intrinſical 
goodneſs ? Thus the eating of ſwines fleſh was al- 
lowed before the promulgation of the law of 
Moſes; that law ſtrictly forbad it; the Chriſtian 
law allows it again as at the beginning : or, the 
Jews were alone reſtrained from the uſe of it; 
while they continued under a particular ceconomy, 
and their tranſgreſſion of this law was only a crime, 
becauſe it was enjoined them; not becauſe it was 
in itſelf a thing unlawful, as murder, adultery, 
and the like, =? 

Dat. 5, 6, “Every ſcriptural deciſion, how- 
ever incomprehenſible, myſt be aſſented to as a 
declaration of the word of God.“ We muſt con- 
fider the circumſtances under which that deciſion 
is made; how far it is agreeable to our benevo- 
lent religion, and how far it is applicable to our 
3 4 conduct, 


65 


eonduct, before we imitate it. The drunken in- 
ceſt of Lot is not cenſured. It was the means of 
producing two mighty nations; from which, ac- 
cording to the author's manner of reaſoning, he 
ought to conclude it was approved of; yet I ſup- 
e he will not recommend the imitation to any 
perſum in theſe days. 
Dat. 7. © The flave-trade muſt be believed 
to be intrinſically juſt and lawful, if the ſcriptures 
give a ſanction to it.“ Suppoſe the ſlave- trade 
to have this ſanction (which yet is not true) unleſs 
the author can ſnew how it can be earried on with- 
out infringing on our Saviour's golden rule, of do- 
ing as we would be done by; unleſs he can inſtruct 
us how we can go to the coaſt of Africa, and by 
every fraudulent, violent, oppreſſive method, rob, 
murder, and enſlave innocent people without a 
crime; then are we to keep. our practice, if not 
our opinion, ſuſpended. © ity 0 nou 
Dat. 8. No abuſe of 4 lawful purſuit, can 
make that purſuit criminal.“ It is lawful for 
a man to provide for his family; but not to rob 
and murder on the highway under ſuch a pretence, 
Whenever a man's induſtry is connected with 
ſuch practices, the actual exertion of it is a crime 
in him, though to provide for his family in an 
honeſt way would be laudable. That there is an 
unlawful ſlavery noticed in the ſcriptures; is clear, 
from the puniſhment that Pharaoh brought on 
himſelf and Egypt, for enſlaying the Jews. The 
author ſhould diſtinguiſh, and mark the difference 
between the ſlavery that (page 41) is almoſt com- 
manded, and that which brings down divine judg- 
ments on the oppreſſor, and — that his patrons 
of Leyerpool practiſe only the firſ. 
11 $03 u 71 A oel | Dat. 9. 
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Dat. ig, No private or publick 4dvatits 
age will ever Juſtify the ſlave- trade; till it be 
. effentially juſt and lawful: in its nature!“ 
Jere we ate ſincerely agreed and according to 
the diſtinctiou propoſed for datum 8, he has oh 
to fer heartily to work, and prove the 'Lieverpool 
ſlave- trade to be that particular ſort of ſlave- 
trade, * which God hath commanded as being 
eſſentially juſt and lawful in its nature.“! 
Dat. 10. No argument drawn from abuſe; 
can prove the intrinſſe deformity of the ſlave- 
trade, unleſs it be proved eſſentially unjuſt.“ 
Theſe are words without meaning. We are not 
combating an ideal ſlavery; but ſlavery aceom- 
panied with robbery, oppreſſion, miſery, murder. 
Wherever we find ſlavery ſo attended, it becomes 
a horrid crime, be it intrinſically never fo juſt. 
Dat. 11. If abuſes committed in the pro- 
ſecution of a lawful purſuit can be prevented, then 
the advantages ariſing from it, ought to have a 
powerful influence againſt the abolition,” ' But if 
theſe abuſes cannot poſſibly be prevented (for are 
we to oppreſs and murder according to law?) then 
the greateſt ' advantages attending any practice 
muſt be abandoned, till a method ſhall be diſco- 
_ of ſeparating them from iniquity and blood= 
in a | | | | y—_ 


Dat. 12. If the ſlave-trade is to be abo- 
liſhed, becauſe of the abuſes committed in it, then 
every other branch of trade, in which abuſes are 
committed, ought to ſhare the ſame fate. Moſt 
certainly in turn, in proportion to the atrociouſ- 
neſs of each. Let us once get this ſtaring mon- 
ſter ſubdued; and we will be obliged to the au- 
thor for pointing out any other iniquitous traffick 


that deſeryes to follow immediately in the * 


G7, 
(95) 

of the Leverpool ſlave-trade. The fallaciouſnefs 
of this author's reaſoning, is exceedingly well ex- 
poſed, in the Critical Review of April, 1788, to 
which I refer the reader, | 

From this view of the author's data, it will ap- 
| pear, that he has totally confounded times and 
circumſtances. The law of Moſes was enacted in 
aid of natural religion, till the perfe religion of 
Chriſt ſhould be given to the world. The doc- 
trines of this laſt, enjoin us to conſider and treat 
all men as our brethren; and its effect was gra- 
dually to take away all burthenſome ceremonies, 
all oppreſſive diſtinctions. Why are we then 
ſent back to leſs perfect inſtitutions for the rule 
of our practice? We are to go on to perfection, 
refine ſentiment, and extend benevolence, What 
has raiſed Europe above the reſt of the world, but 
the abolition of domeſtick ſlavery ? What degrees 
of opulence and proſperity might it acquire, if 
the abominable, contracted, branch of trade in the 
bodies of our fellow creatures of Africa, were 


changed to a fair, equitable intercourſe of produc- 
tions and manufactures ! | 


J. R, 
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EXAMINATION, Kc. 
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#FF\ HIS gentleman profeſſes to treat the ſub- 
ject ſeriouſly, and to ſubmit his opinion to 
the deciſions of revealed religion. No man has 
a right to diſpute his ſincerity, as far as his own 
way of thinking is concerned; but few ſerious 
people will peruſe his extraordinary poſitions, 
without having their reverence for their Creatot 
ſhocked, and their benevolence to their brother 
affected. The Scriptures, from which he draws 
his concluſions, we believe to teach, that all 
are equally dear to their Creator, and that we 
owe love and good offices to. each other, But if 
his deductions be fairly made, we muſt no longer 
entertain this opinion; for one part of mankind 
is to be kidnapped, evil intreated, oppreſſed, 
murdered, to indulge the avarice of another; 
and, page 76, Corol. 3d. © He doth, not believe 
the Scriptures, who is not perſuaded that this 
doctrine is taught there. 
But the author ſtumbles at the very threſhold. 
Our Saviour (John v. 39.) bids the Jews to ſearch 
the ſcriptures; «© for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life ; for they are they which teſtify of 
me,” the Saviour come to free men from the 
bondage of fin, into the glorious privilege of the 
ſons of God. But it ſeems ſomething elſe is 
meant, We are to ſearch the ſcriptures (ſee title 
page) for a commiſſion to Leverpool captains toe 
| ering 


610) 


fitting out ſhips, and loading them with powder, 
ſhöt, and cutlaſſes, to ſet the Africans on to 
aſſault, kidnap, and enſlave each other; to be 
transferred over to them; to be murdered by bad 
air, thirſt, and famine, in the paſſage to the Weſt- 
Indies; where the poor rerhains are to be ſet to 
hard labour, without food, without cloathing, 

without reſt, ſufficient to ſupport nature, | 
Ĩfq is true (preface, page g.) he; with all the 
| other advocates for ſlavery, declares himſelf «van 
| enemy to injuſtice. and oppreſſion.“ But the 
"mo defign of his book is to ſhew, that the ill-treat- 
ment of ſlaves is not an object of divine animad- 
verſion ; for (p. 16.) Sarah was permitted with= 
out cenſure, © to uſe cruel oppreſſive treatment 
to Hagar” and (p. 26.) Joſeph is approved of 
by God for the cruel manner in which he enſlav- 
ed and exchanged the abodes of: the -Egyptians. 
| Which of theſe is to be believed; his general 

J aſſertion, or his particular application? Or m 

© we conclude, that he reſerves to himſelf the feel- 

| ings of humanity, and ſells tyranny and oppref« - 

ſion to his friends of Leverpool. 

In the ſcriptures ſervants are frequently men- 
tioned; but, in this diſſertation, they are tranſ- 
| formed into * ſlave trade.“ The places, where 
\ © traffick in ſlaves is related, are Joſeph's brethren 
(Gen. xxxvii.) ſelling him to the Iſhmaelites, 
who ſell him to Potiphar; the Tyrians (Ezek. 

xxvii. 13.) who had a market for the perſons of 
men; and Babylon, the mother of abominations, 
(Rev. xviii. 13.) who expoſed to ſale, ſlaves and 
ſouls of men. I hope none of theſe inſtances are 
ropoſed to the imitation of the * ancient and 
q Joyal town of Leverpool; for a black mark is 
ſet on them to prevent them from being followed. 
j Now 


CM] 

Nov there is ſome difference between dealing in 
flaves as a branch of trade, and buying the ſervice 
of a domeſtic; even as it is not every man who eats 
meat, that is or could act the part ofa butcher. In the 
caſe of the Jews there was ſomething particular. 
They were obliged to admit their flaves to all 
the national privileges, to circumciſion, the paſſ- 
over; and other ſolemn feaſts, and to inſttuct 
them in the true religion (Gen. xvii. 13. Exod, 
xii. 44. Deut. xvi. 11. and xxxi. 12. Joſh. viii. 
35.) In buying them from the Heathen around 
them, they recovered them from idolatry; they 
gave them a weekly ſabbath. - In their treatment 
they were commanded to remember, that they 
themſelves had been ſlaves in Egypt. When 
they are threatened for their fins, the ill treat- 
ment of their ſlaves makes a capital part of the 
charge againſt them. But modern maſtets think 
that nothing of this ſort concerns them. j 

The Jews: were intended to communicate to 
the world the knowledge of the true religion, 
He who brings good out of evil made uſe of the 
Navery, in practice, to extend this knowledge to 
perſons, whom it could not at that time have 
otherwiſe reached. But nothing in the bible 
countenances a trade in ſlaves. Even the tranſ- 
ferring them in ordinary caſes is checked as in 
that of wives and concubines, (Exod. xxi. 11.) 
Their ill treatment was guarded againſt, by that 
law which gave them freedom if their maſter 
had ſtruck out a ſingle tooth. e 
Indeed, among the Jews, the number of ſlaves 
muſt have been ſmall. They were numerous in 
a narrow territory, and were in general huſband- 
men, and uſed ploughs and other inſtruments of 
_ agriculture, and-wrought in the field with their 

0 ſervants. 
5 


. 1 


ſervants. Ziba, who appears to have been ſtew- 
ard to the houſe of Saul, had only twenty ſervants 
to aſſiſt him and his ſons in cultivating the lands 
belonging to the family. The Jews on their re- 
turn from captivity had only one ſervant to ſix 
perſons, or one in each family. The remnant of 
the Gibeonites, who ſerved the temple, was then 
392. It is not therefore fair to conſider every 
accidental poſſeſſion of a ſervant, either as an in- 
ſtance, or as a vindication of the Leverpool 
« ſlave trade; of which no ancient nation could 
i ever form an idea. We may rather conclude, 
1 that though the Jews were permitted to buy 
ſlaves from the Heathen, they did not traffick in 
them; and forcibly to enſlave their brethren was 
death. (See Exod. xxi. 16. Deut xxiv. 7.) 
Of Mr. Harris's data as general propoſitions, I 
uall ſay little more; the application alone is what 
the preſent ſubject is concerned in. I ſhall only 
0 ſuggeſt an additional datum, as neceſſary to com- 
f plete his principles of reaſoning. - 4 
* Dat. 13. If the ſlave trade, though“ intrin- 
ſically licit,“ cannot now be carried on, without 
breaking through every human and divine law, 
without cheating, violence, oppreſſion, murder, 
then muſt it be laid aſide, till we ſhall have diſ- 
covered a way of carrying it on, agreeably to the 
doctrines of the goſpel, by which we are enjoined 
to conſider all metyas our brethren, and to deal by 
them as we wiſh them to deal by us. 
Page 16. Speaking of Abraham's poſſeſſing of 
ſervants, he calls it, © a poſitive approbation, a 
ſanction of divine authority in favour of the ſlave-- 
trade.“ What a change is put on the Reader! 
Abraham poſſeſſed ſervants; therefore the Lever- 


pool ſlaye-trade has a divine ſanction. For if * 


+ 0 : 


be not meant, nothin ; is meant. 1 His been ts: 
publiſhed to vindicate this trade; it is dedicated to 


the corporation, who muſt ſo underſtand it. NÄW. 

let a man only read Mr. Newton or Mr. Falcon 
bridge's, or any other eye-witneſs's account of this 
trade, and what horrid impiety muſt of neceſſit , 
be underſtood !' Is there “ a divine ſanction“ for 
all the iniquity accompanying this very diabolical _. 

buſineſs, the kidnapping, chaining,” murdering. 


ſuffocating of millions of unhappy fellow, crea- 
tures? Are ſuch things not barely permicted, but 
(p. 42.) approved, encouraged, and ſeemingly 


enjoined 


Abraham was a rich, powerful, prince, As he 


ttravelled through various countries, numbers 


muſt have been deſirous of attaching themſelves 
to his fortune, and have offered themſelves for his 
attendants. His humanity might have induced 
him to purchaſe children from unnatural parents, 
or captives from robbers. But all in his family 
were in a ſituation very different from that. of 
Weſt Indian flaves. We learn, that on the ſup- 
poſition of his dying childleſs, he intended one 
of them for his heir; that he intruſted a ſervant 
to chuſe a wife for his ſon Iſaac; that he put arms 
in his ſervants hands, and led them out to battle. 
— 2 is nothing of Weſt Indian ſlavery in all 
this. | Ts. 
But a particular ſtreſs is laid on the ſtory of 
Hagar, and Sarah's ill treatment of her. Page 19. 
* She obtained no favourable ſentence from the 
Divine Tribunal for leaving her miſtreſs, nor was 
Sarah cenſured for her ſeverity.” Sarah was not 
preſent when the 'angel appeared unto Hagar, 
therefore ſhe is neither praiſed nor condemned. 
But that Hagar believed ſhe had a favourable 
8 ſentence, 
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ſentence, and that her conduct was not condemn» 
ed, when aſſured that the Lord had ſeen her af- 
fliction, which is the ſcripture phraſe for deliver- 


ance (Gen. xxix. 32. and xxxi. 42. Exod. iii. J.). 


and that ſhe ſhould have a ſon, and that her ſeed 
ſhould be multiplied, appears from her acknow-- 
ledgment of the viſion, and returning to her miſ- 
treſs, Nor can we imagine in what more flatter- 
ing manner her affliftion could have been recom- 
penſed, or how ſhe could have been afflicted ſo 
as to have deſerved a recompence, and her miſ- 
treſs not to have been in fault. It was neceſſary 
for her to return to her miſtreſs, that her ſon might 
partake of the ſign of the covenant, and be 1n- 
ſtructed in the true religion. mis baliS oh 


. Hagar's caſe (p. 19.) is compared with an 


African female ſlave in the Weſt Indies. No- 


thing can be more oppoſite. Joſephus ſays, 
Pharaoh made Abraham a preſent of money; and 
the ſcriptures ſay, that he intreated Abraham well 


for Sarah's ſake, adding immediately, he had 


cattle, and men ſervants, and maid fervants, as 
if Pharaoh had preſented them; among whom 
Hagar might have been one; or, as it appears 
ſhe was a worſhipper of the true God, ſhe might 
voluntarily have entered into Sarah's ſervice, 
Certainly ſhe had never been cooped up in a 
Guinea trader, nor ſet to plant the ſugar-cane; 
nor was ſhe ordered to return and ſubmit herſelf 


- for her miſtreſs's profit, but for her own and het 


ſon's ſakez and when that purpoſe was anſwered 
ſhe was diſmiſſed, - | 

There is therefore no faundatian for the au- 
thor's deduction, p. 20. that ** a divine voice de- 
clares her to be her maſter's indiſputable pro- 
perty, and the original bargain to be Juſt _ 


— 
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|» lawful in Its nature; and that the (Leverpool) 
ſlave- trade, even attended with circumſtances 
not conformable to the feelings. of humanity, is 
eſſentially conſiſtent with the rights of juſtice, 
and has the poſitive ſanction of God for its ſup- 
rt, howeyer diſpleaſing theſe circumſtances may 
f Ln his fatherly providence.” Let any man make 
ſenſe of this who can. I underſtand only the ex- 
treme boldneſs of the expreſſion. Here 1s a right 
to enſlave and an approbation, and alſo a cenſure 
of the exerciſe of this right, Here our natural 
notions of benevolence are ſet in oppoſition to 
revelation, p. 42. Revelation commands us to 
enſlave our brethren, even againſt the ſuggeſtians 
- of the feelings of humanity. Surely. the writer 
ſhould ſhew. the high purpoſes anſwered by ſlavery, 
to gain which it is an act of piety to violate our 
henevolentifetfiogs. : |; hots ho be got wan 
We come now. to the ſtory of Joſeph, which, 
23, & aſcertains the inherent lawfulneſs of the, 
Leverpool) & flave-trade.”? The firſt thing that 
ſtrikes us in his account is, his illuſtrating his doc- 
trine by Joſeph's political arrangements of the 
kingdom of Egypt, rather than by Joſeph's own 
ſtory; which, except in the horrid. circumſtances 
of the middle paſſage, agrees entirely with the 
Leverpool ſlave- trade. Joſeph is found at a dif. 
tance from protection,. His enemies kidnap him 
and ſell him to ſlave-brokers, who carry him into 
Egypt, and diſpoſe of him as an article of com- 
merce to Potiphar, His kidnappers ſaw, and 
like Guinea captains diſregarded, the anguiſh of 
his ſoul. It is true, afterwards, when they be- 


lieved themſelyes in danger of being enſlaved. in 
turn, they upbraid each other with their unfeeling 
cruelty, and charge their diſtreſs to its account, 

| | But 
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Bot this was only becauſe Scriptural Reſearches 
had not then been publiſhed: for they, p. 20, 
would have proved, that © though the action was 
not altogether conformable to the feelings of 
humanity, and was even diſpleaſing to his Father- 
ly Providence; and though doubtleſs God would 
fee, and of conſequence recompenſe, Joſeph for 
his affliction as he had Hagar; yet this ſtroke in 
the  flave-trade is effentially conſiſtent with the 
unalienable rights of juſtice; has the poſitive 
ſanction of God in its ſupport, nay, his appro- 
bation, p. 16, and p. 42, even his command.” 
But let us examine Joſeph's management of 
the Egyptians, not as this author, but as the 
ſcriptures repreſent -it; In the years of plenty 
Joſeph ſtored the extraordinary produce of each 
diftri&t in the neighbouring cities. One tenth 
part belonged of right to the king; the reſt he pur- 
chaſed at a low price with the king's treaſures. In 
the years of famine he ſold the corn out to the inha - 
bitants of thediſtrifts neareſt to his reſpective ſtore- 
houſes at an advanced price, and accumulated the 
money, cattle, and moveables of the whole king- 
dom, and at laſt made a bargain for their lands and 
perſons. It is not to be ſuppoſed that any property, 
except money, was taken out of the origin "_ 
ſeſſors hands; for this would have anſwered. no 
purpoſe, but to diſtreſs the people and embarraſs 
government. Indeed, where could the whole cattle 
and moveables of the kingdom have been ſtored? 
When the ſeven years of famine were ended, Pha- 
raoh was the ſole proprietor, Joſeph then gives 
the inhabitants a charter, ' reſtores them their 
lands and cattle, on condition of paying to Pha- 
rach a ſecond tenth of the produce of the land, 


which made their contributions to the * 
| a fifk 
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4 fifth part of their crops. It appears no other 
badge or burden of ſlavery was impoſed, except 


this rent, which was a tenth part more than the7̃ 


had formerly paid. Me: a 5 
The common rent of the bare land in England 


is eſtimated at one- third of the produce, and the 
farmer muſt ſupply himſelf with ſtock, except f 
perhaps buildings, and alſo contribute largely in 
a variety of ways to the publick revenues: but by 
Joſeph's regulation the Egyptian farmer paid on- 
ly a fifth part for the uſe of his ſtock and land, and 
for the ſupport of government. After having tranſ- 
ferred themſelves and property to Pharaoh, they. 
could not have been freed on eaſier terms: and as 
we often ſee, that he who hires a farm, grows rich 
on a poſſeſſion on which the owner had been ruined, 
probably the Egyptians became as happy under 
their new, tenure as they had been under their 
old. In the moſt unfavourable light, it may be 
compared with the change that took place at the 
conqueſt, when free tenures became feudal, charged 
with certain ſervices. _ tera roo 33 
Our tranſlation, Gen. xlvii. 20, 21, ſays, © 8 
the land became Pharaoh's; and as for the people, 
he removed them to cities from one * ofthe 
borders of Egypt, even to the other end thereof,” 
In the Septuagint it is, ' and the land became 
Pharaoh's, and he ſubjected the people: to be ſer- 
vants to him from one end X Egypt to the 


other.“ It is to the ſame purport in the Samari- 
tan copy. This reads better, and is more pro- 
bable, than that Joſeph ſhould have made the 
whole nation, as Mr. Harris affirms, change ſettle- 
ments in ſuch a manner as if the people of Kent 
were ſent to the Orkneys, and thoſe of the Ork- 
| „ _ © neps. 
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neys were brought to Kent. This would be ſuch 
a trifling with peoples lives and feelings, ſuch a 
waſte of property, ſuch a perverſion of all ex- 
perience, and particular knowledge of the agri« 
culture proper in each diſtrict, as is only appli- 
cable to the Leverpool flave-trade; but cannot, 
on ſuch Might grounds as this general expreſſion 
is, be imagined in a man of Joſeph's character, 
with a pretended view to prevent rebellion. Or 
the expreſſion in our tranſlation may bear, that 
the people were diſtributed ſo as to be near 
the reſpective ſtore-houſes, on which their main» 
tenance was aſſigned. bob" 2.304 

Therefore the change made, p. 25, 26, in the 
happy condition of the Egyptians, the tranſpor- 
tation of 7 or 8 millions of every age, ſex, condi- 
tion, rank; infants, children, decrepat, infirm, deli- 
cate, through the ſcorching ſands of a parched up 
country,” is the mere fiction of imagination, to 
palliate the ſtill more ſhocking conduct of the 
writer's patrons of Leverpool. The Egyptians 
offered themſelves for ſervants, to ſave themſelves 
from ſtarving. His patrons force the Africans to 
de ſlaves, not as he ſays, from © a ſtate of abſo- 
lute indigence,” but reduced from plenty and 
eaſe to famine, nakedneſs, and want, by ftripes, 
fetters, cruelty and oppreſſion... 
Page 28. It is ſaid, “ Joſeph, when able to 
relieve them, took advantage of the extreme in- 
digence of the Ægyptians, to reduce them into 
the condition of ſlaves, and in this ated by the 
immediate direction of God, who made this work 
to proſper.” Suppoling all this true, yet there is 
nothing common between this tranſaction and the 
Leverpool African commerce; but the author's 
7H 5 e maven 
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having given them one tommon, name, *t flave- 


trade. The Zgyptians, after a fair transfer of 
themſelves and goods, are left in full poſſeſſion of 
their lands and property, on Paying ſuch a rent as 
would at as a ſpur to induſtry, while it checked 
that luxury which the author deſcribes, > 25 28 
prevailing in Egypt. The Leverpool flaves are 
reduced from freedom to a baſe, helpleſs, unprofit> 
able, wretched ſtate, | | | 
When this writer, p. 27 conſiders the four- 
fifths of the produce left with the Zgyptian far - 
mer, as only equivalent to the keep of a Weſt- In- 
dian ſlave, he mult raiſe a bluſh on the ſugar 


plancer's cheek ; who willingly would leave but one 
fifth, (the rum) both to ſupport his plantation 


ſtock, and maintain his ſlaves. 
But let Joſeph's conduct be what the writer 
pleaſes to deſcribe it. He was not the legiſlator 


of Egypt, but the miniſter of Pharaoh, and oblig- 
Ed to govern himſelf by the prevailing cuſtoms of 


the kingdom. It appears, he extended only the 
king's revenues, and gave him ſuch a command 
over the property of the people, as might enable 
him to arrange the management of it to the beſt 


general advantage, This might be peculiarly 


roper in Egypt, though not neceſſary to be 
mitated here. Its fertility depended on the 
equal diſtribution of the waters of the Nile. It 


was neceſſary for the general benefit, that there 
ſhould be an indiſputed power to direct the courſe 


of the various canals, which communicated the 
water to each diſtrict, While the king had an 


equal intereſt in all, no particular part would be 


neglected. Joſeph gives four- fifths of the pro- 


duce, for ſeed of the field, and for your food, 


and for them of your houſholds, and for food for 
EN B 2 your 
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your little ones.“ This confines the peoples ſhare 
to their own maintenance, and the ſupply of ſeed, 
We are left to conclude, that every expenſe at- 
tending the diſtribution of the river, except perhaps 
manual labour, was paid out of the king's fifth 
part: and as in all good governments, the intereſt 
of the king and the people is one, Joſeph, by 
his nominal purchaſe of the people and their 
lands; might probably have in view ſuch an ac- 
ceſſion of power, as might enable him to direct 
the whole to general advantage. After the char- 
ter was confirmed, no ill uſe could be made of the 
power, and an Engliſh farmer would gladly pa, 
one-fifth of his produce to him who ſhould dock . 
his farm, and pay his rent, and all his publick and 


1 


pariſh taxes. be He | 
Page 38. The Jews are not reſtrained from 
purchaſing their own brethren.” The Jews were 


" commanded to treat their brethren, when reduced 


to a ſix years ſervitude, with lenity, as hired or 
free ſervants, and to ſend them out in the ſabbati- 


cal year free, and not let them go away empty. 


The only caſes in which we can ſuppoſe Jews 


could be made to ſerve, are their being ſold for 


debt, or their preferring the ſervice of a maſter to 
labour on their own account. In theſe caſes, the 
laws of Moſes take care of them, that they be not 
oppreſſed, and, beſides the original purchafe- 
money of their ſervices, to have a recompence 


| when the period is finiſhed, __ 


It is in this caſe of an Hebrew ſervant, that we 


are to look for the genuine Moſaic principles of 


ſlavery, Even here the law expreſſes a jealouſy of 
the maſter's conduct, and guards againſt the abuſe 


of his authority, reſtricting it to ſix years, and pre- 


ſcribing the manner of exerciſing it. Therefore 
e . when 
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when the Jews are allowed to make rpetual 
ſlaves of the Heathen, we are to conſider it as a 
particular diſpenſation reſpecting their ſituation 
among idolaters, by which, in every ſlave, they 
made a proſelyte to the true religion or like di- 
vorces, an indulgence to their hardneſs of heart, 
which was not then capable of the purity and be- 
nevolence of the goſpel, by which, marriage was 
made perpetual, and all men were to be treated as 
brethren. We can infer the doctrine of perpetual 
ſlavery as little from its permiſſion to the ſews, 
as we can the keeping of concubines from the 
practice of Abraham, or David. Divorces are 
permitted to the Jews in ſimilar expreſſions witn 

the permiſſion to hold ſlaves; . yet our Saviour 
tells us, it was not ſo from the beginning. , Moſes 
(Deut. xvii. 14.) gives directions for the choice 
and duty of a king, yet Samuel tells the Jews, 
they had offended God in aſking for a king. And 
though God condeſcended to give them a king in 
a manner which more unequivocally ſhewed his 
aſſent, than that .apprqbation, ſanction and com- 
mand, which the author incautiouſly affirms to be 
given to the © ſlave- trade; yet Samuel concludes 
them to be not the leſs guilty, for perſevering in 
the requeſt, We ſhould be more carefuhthan this 
author ſhews himſelf, how we apply our ignorant 
conjectures to the. divine conduct; as p. 16, 
 & Without allowing the licitneſs of the ſlave-. 
trade, it is impoſſible to reconcile. the juſtice of 
God with his own ſcriptural deciſions concerning 
its nature; that (p. 32) © God, without a glar- 
ing oppoſition to the rights of his juſtice, could 
not have approved the conduct of Joſeph in enſlav- 
ing the Ægyptians, and inflicted a laſting puniſh. 
ment on Reuben for his inceſt, if his enſlaving of 
A B 3 the 
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debaſed by the Egyptian bondage z the law was 


in the wi 
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Nera ſecond maſter, 
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| the Zexyptians had been à crime.” Theſe e- 


preflions would be ſhoeking from an infidel ; in 
what an horrid cauſe doth a clergyman uſe them 


The minds of the Jews had been broken and 


—_ them as a ſchoal · maſter to train them up for 

e perfect religion of the gofpel. Ther conduct 
$, their 4 rebellions amidſt 
miracles, ind! in the immediate preſence of their 
Divine Deliverer, can only be imagined by thoſe 


who have had — 2 of ſeeing how man is 


Thorn af his by ſlavery. "Only two men of 
1 who were grow wn up when they came out of 
ypt, ere thought deſerving to enter into Ca- 
hat whale generation ** be vorn out 


naan. 
in the — and theit children muſt be 
trained far 40 years before they are permitted ta 


take poſſeſſion. Their laws therefore rej gn the 
hardneſs of their hearts, though fau rin- 


ciples which led inſenſibly to 1 hus 


while the ray of the ſervitude af the Hea- 


| thens condeſcended ta the hardneſs of their hearts, 


forward to the goſpel times, not differing, but in 
op period, from modern ſervitude for 
in free 3 ä 
'herefare when this writer, p. 39. calls this 
latter feryice, “A Slave Trade; the meaning of 
the terms is perverted. Or let him reduce his Lever- 
| flave trade ta the circumſtances of a Jew ſerv- 
g his brother for ſix years, and we ſhall have few 


objections to bring againſt it. What he calls there 


« ſelling him again,” was transferring his ſervice 
to another brather (not an Heathen) for the re- 


mainder of the term, as an apprentice is turned 
Page 
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Page 40. If a Hebrew ſervant had married 

A with with, conſent of his maſter; ſhe and her 
child became - her . maſter's for. ever,” 
This ſeems, not tog candi 3 This 
wife muſt have bee in Heathen ſlave, for He- 
brew women had, the privilege. of the Sabbatical 
ear; but if he choſe to continue with his wife, 
had only to renew his contract with his maſter. 
Indeed the regulation appears to have been in- 
tended as a check to the connection with ſlaves in 


* % 


the poor reduced Hebe wa. 
of the (Lever- 


Page 41, 42. When he fpeak . 
pool) “ ſlave trade having den of being 
encouraged, almoſt commanded, and even en- 
joined, to be proſecuted by the Supreme Legiſ- 
lator, he puts oppoſition to ſilence. But when, 
p: 43. he talks of the Almighty's forgetting 

imſelf, when he encourageck the ſlave trade, if it 
be a crime,” I am happy for his ſake to recollect, 
that the author tells us, till he was 27 yeats old, 

he knew not the value of an Engliſh expreſſion. 

Page 43. The ſlavery of the Gibeonites. 

The land of Canaan was allotted. to the Jews: 
for an inheritance, - The former inhabitants, for 
their ſins, were to be extirpated, or expelled. The 
Gibeonites erred. ſlavery to this, Their ſfer> 
vices were allotted firſt to the tabernacle, then to 
the temple. -It appears from David's application, 
to them, on account of the famine brought on the 
land for Saul's maſſacre of them, that they. were 
kept diſtinct as a people. We may ſuppoſe that 
they oontinued to.eccupy part. of their ancient poſ- 
ſeſſions (for we find in David's time that even 
Araunah à Jebuſite was a. proprietor of land) 
and that they were in their turn draughted off for 
the ſervice of religion; thoſe. who occupied the 
R 4 | lands, 
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lands maintaining thoſe who ſerved. There is not 
one common circumſtance between the manner of 
theit becoming ſervants, and the preſent Leverpool 
flaye trade, and hardly any more in their treat- 
| ment. 2 1 50 Nen 51 | 
Page 50. On the ſuppoſition of the iniquity 
of this ( Leverpool) © flaye trade,” he ſpeaks of the 
Almighty diſturbing the courſe of nature, when 
the ſun ſtood till at Joſhua's command, to make 
it ſubſervient to injuſtice and oppreſſion, in vin- 

dication of ill-gotten property. Here he may be 
aſſured the horror of the expreſſion will ſecure him 
contains, Ie oro 1 | 
Page 54. The ſlave trade,” (till Leverpool 
ſlave trade) is in perfect harmony with the-prin- 
ciples of the word of God reſpecting juſtice.” 
P. 58. © The inſpired writers of the New Teſta- 
ment did not conſider it as an infraction of the 
principles of the goſpel.“ Nor did theſe declare 
their own perſecution for righteouſneſs ſake, to be 
an infraction of the principles of the goſpel. The 
© keeping of ſlaves, which the author conſtantly calls 
i the ſlave trade,” was a cuſtom then generally pre- 
valent over the world. Neither were maſters or ſlaves 
| 8 for a general manumiſſion. The ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity was ſuffered gradually to undermine 
this maſs of oppreſſion, and wherever the goſpel 
has prevailed, it has in fact aboliſhed it, Wee: 
We have a ſimilar inſtance of this management, 
in the abolition of the ceremonial law of Moſes. 
The firſt diſciples, and even the apoſtles, conformed 
to it, though they had declared it to be an unne- 
ceſſary yoke, and they ſuffered it to wear out gra- 
dually. That ſlavery was an evil, and therefore a 
fin in all thoſe who inflicted it on others, in ſuch 
a degree as to become an evil, is plainly declared 
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in the goſpel. Our Saviour tells the believing - 
Jews, If ye continue in my word, ye ſhall know. 2 
the truth, and the truth ſhall make you free 3-0r . 
ſhall confer new privileges on you. It freedom be * 
a-privilege or an advantage, ſlavery is a degrada- 
tion and a diſad vantage. But if a man be de- 
graded or injured for the caprice or profit of ano-, 
ther, that other, under whom he ſuffers ſuch. _ 
injury, is guilty of a ſin, n. 

thou called being a ſervant, - care not for it; but 

if thou mayeſt be made free, uſe it rather. Here 

is plainly a direction to the diſciples to ſubmit to 
their ſituation, but to prefer freedom when fairlx 
offered; which in this caſe was its being purchaſed 

for them by the Chriſtian congregation. This is 
explained, ver. 23. Te are bought with a price, 

be not (Greek become not) ye the ſervants of men— 
Avoid a ſituation which muſt debaſe your mind. 

In the Revelations, xviii. 13. ſlaves and ſouls of 8 
men are ſaid to be articles of traffick in Babylon, 
the Mother of Abominations. This ſuppoſeth no- 

thing very excellent in ſlavery, to make it be ap- 
ys of, and commanded, to be proſecuted by 


: We may now account for the manner in which 
St. Paul applies to Philemon in behalf of his ſer- 
vant Oneſimus. He deſires him to receive him 
back into his family, not now as a ſervant, but 
above a ſervant; a profitable inmate, a brother 
beloved. He would not take advantage of the 
N of an apoſtle, to withhold Oneſimus from 
is ſervice, or conſider his converſion as a bar to 
it, and therefore endeavours to effect a reconcili- 
ation between them. But from the manner in 
| | which 
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wich the apoſtle ſolicits this favour, it is elear 
___ - the ſituation of Onefimus in the family was deſir- 
able; for he tequeſts it as a favour to Oneſimus, 
| and coaſiders not his interpoſition, as the confer- 
ring/of an obligation on Philemon. All chis is 
very oppoſite to that Weſt- Indian ſlavery with 
uhich'this of Oneſimus, p, 65. is compared. For 
© _ © © the: maſter only is conſidered here; neither the 
feelings nor profit of the ſlave is taken into account. 
Page 72, 73. I ſhall nor diſpute his expoſition 
Hof doing as we wiſh to be done by, as far as it 
goes, of « a ſlave's ſerving his maſter, as he if a 
maſter would-wiſh to be ſerved.” But I would 
carry it a ſtep farther. As I, a free man, ſettled 
with my family and friends about me in my native 
country, would not wiſh to be kidnapped; or to 
have my family enſlaved, ſeparated, and carried 
bound neck and heel, and ſtifled in the foul air 
of a ſhip's hold, all to be fold in a diſtant coun- 
try, to tail inceſſantly for a man we never knew, 
without food or raiment, except ſuch ſcraps as we 
may procure by breaking the ſabbath ; under the 
laſh of any unfeeling boy, who may be ſet aver us 
With a whip in his hand; ſo would not I be con- 
_ cerned in any ſuch cruel oppreſſive inhuman treat- 
ment of others. When this author publiſhes his 
Second Part, it is to be hoped, this will be preſſed 
home on his Leverpaol patrons. _ 

It is curious to 5 that in theſe reſearches, 
in which the wiſdom and goodneſs of God is ſo 
freely applied to the Leverpool flave trade, there 
is not even a diſtant hint given of the p 
which is ta be ſerved by ſlavery, to ſhew it to be 
worthy «of this divine approbation, the almoſt 

divine commands. When God commands us 
Fo ta 


We | 
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to love our neighbour, our heart goes along with 
the precept. But if, as this author incautiouſly 
_ affirms, we be commanded to exerciſe the ſhave 
trade, bow down our brother's body in hotdage, 
and treat him ill, as Sarah did Hagar with imyy- 
nity, we have no clue to trace out the agreemety 
of the doctrine with divine goodnefs. If com- 
manded or enjoined to uſe the ſlave trade as it is 
no carried on, we are commanded, (horrid even 
in the ſuppoſition) to commit murder, to ſtarve, 
oppreſs, ſuffocate, and lead into exile, our bro- 
ther, who never offended us. Suppoſe ſlavery 
approved of in revelation, yet ſurely robbery, 
murder, and oppreffion; are not approved there? 
and yet no man is originally reduced into 4 
ſtate of. flavery but by fuch methods: —at leaſt, 


when the advocates for flavery plead for a divine 5 


ſanction to it, they ſhould be able to lay down a 
method of making ſlaves of others, which ſhall 
be innocent, and may deſerve that ſanction. 
The Jews,” for their fins, were = up to 
captivity, - Their cities were to be deſtroyed, theit 
rinces murdered, and their people carried to 
bylon, The prophets invited the furroundin 
nations to come to the flaughter, and to the fport. 
Here is a divine command in ſtronger terms than 
can be ſhewn for the Leverpool flave trade, or any 
other ſlave trade or holding of ſlaves. Yer what 
follows, Theſe very nations thus invited, and 


even commanded to execute the divine judgments Go 


on the Jews, are deſtined to deſtruction, are made 
to ceaſe as nations, for having obeyed the call to 
vengeance, Edom was amongſt the firft in this 
field of blood, and ſlavery, and plunder; ' Hear 
the prophet Qbadiah addreſs him: — “ Thou 


( 28 Y, 


ſhouldeſt not have laid hands on their ſubſtance 
in the day of their calamity : thou ſhouldeſt not 
ſtogd in the croſs-way to cut off thoſe of his 

A eſcape: thou ſhouldeſt not have delivered 
ſoſe of his that did remain in the day of diſ- 
For the day of the Lord is near on all the 
Heathen ;—as thou haſt done, it ſhall be done 
uvnto thee.” 7 a 1 244 7 Nl 
The reaſon is plain, though inſtruments in 
God's hands to 2uniſh a wicked people; yet in 
the execution of his juſtice, they only ſatiated 
their own: hatred, cruelty, and avarice. Let there- 
fore the Leverpool ſlave trade be not only approved 
of, but even, as he ſays, commanded by God; 
yet if the corporation, in proſecuting the infernal 
buſineſs, be actuated by avarice, or any other 
unworthy motive, and uſe cruelty, oppreſſion, and 
inhumanity in the, courſe of it, (and ler thoſe who 
uſe the trade Jay their hands on their hearts, and 
let them, if they dare, deny the charge), then, 
' ſooner or later, divine vengeance, will. find them 
out, and plunge: them into ruin with all thoſe 
who encourage or abet them in it. 
Page 75. Corol. iſt. The Scriptures declare 
the ſlave trade to be intrinſically good and licit.“ 
Not in any other manner than Jewiſh arbitrary 
divorces, plurality, of wives, or their original 
deſire of a king; all of which we know to have 
been wrong from the beginning. : 
..,Corol. 2d. He is highly criminal who refuſes 
aſſent to the intrinſick licitneſs of the ſlave trade, 
declared in the Scriptures.” I hope not, if he 
cannot find it there, and reſolves not to meddle 
with it, till he has diſcovered it, 


Coral, 
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Corol. 3d. © He who acquieſces not in the 
licitneſs of the ſlave trade, diſbelieves the Scrip- 
tures.” Anſwered in Corol. 2. We” 

Corol. 6th. © The abuſes of the ſlave rade 
not an inducement to the Legiſlature to aboliſh 
it.“ If the flave trade be, as it certainly is, ih. 
ſeparably connected with murder, oppreſſion, and 
every iniquity that has from time to time drawn 
down divine vengeance on guilty nations; and if 
the Legiſlature be inſtructed in the nature of it, 
and be called on to put a ſtop to this murder and 
oppreſſion, and cannot poſſibly do it but by the 
abolition of the ſlave trade, (were the ſlave trade 
even commanded in the cleareſt terms, which is 
not the caſe, but the contrary) then is the Legi- 
ſlature obliged, and called on by every motive of 


religion and prudence, to put an immediate ſtop 


to it, that it may not bring ruin on the ſtate. 
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